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The Vital Ministry Journey has been a long and at 
times difficult journey, but the Church Board 
feels that these eight goals are the product of 
this journey and is ready to move forward on 
their implementation. Congregational input is 
welcomed as we move into the final steps of the 
VMJ.  

Modesto Church of the Brethren  
Vital Ministry Goals: 

Provide Opportunities for Spiritual Growth - This 
should include, but not be limited to, a variety of 
types of Bible study, developing a prayer ministry, 
book studies and exploring spiritual disciplines. 

Develop a Ministry of Reconciliation - Provide 
tools for individuals and groups to work through 
differences.   

Create Stronger Connections to Community - 
Continue and strengthen existing relationships 
while exploring new ways to connect with and 
serve the greater Modesto community. 

Enhance and Expand Small Group Ministry - 
Develop a program to resource existing small 
groups and starting a variety of new small groups. 

Enrich the Worship Experience - Seek ways to 
add new and meaningful elements of worship and 
improve existing elements in order to inject 
energy into the worship service.   

Enhance Ministries for All Age Groups - Strive to 
make certain that we are aware of the varying 
needs of the different age groups that make up 
the congregation and create opportunities for 
every group. 

Be an Open and Affirming Congregation that 
Promotes All Forms of Diversity -  Continue to 
promote our openness to the LGBTQ community 
using our designation as an Open and Affirming 
Congregation while seeking ways to also promote 
other types of diversity such as, but not limited 
to: racial, ethnic, economic and social diversity. 

Improve Communications from Leadership to 
Congregation -  Seek ways to improve existing 
forms and add new methods of communicating 
what leadership is doing.  Also to encourage the 
congregation to engage those forms. 
 

October 1 
World Wide Communion Sunday 

“We Get to Carry Each Other” 
Ephesians 4:1-6 

We consider community to be one of the great 
gifts that God gives us.  However, when we do 
that we are usually thinking about the way that 
community benefits us, maybe the greater gift is 
that we get to serve one another. 

The Chimes
Continuing the work of Jesus.  Peacefully.  Simply.  Together.

Reflections

Invitations to Worship

mailto:office@modcob.org


October 8 
“Defining the Relationship” 

Luke 10:38-42 
Spirituality is hard to define, but at its essence 
it’s about our relationship to God.  But what are 
the boundaries of those relationships? And how 
are those boundaries established?   
 

World Wide Communion Sunday 
The first Sunday in October is designated as 
World Wide Communion Sunday and the intent is 
as follows: a time for Christians in every culture 
around the world to break bread and pour the cup 
to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of 
the Church. On this day we remember that we are 
a part of the whole body of believers. Whether 
shared in a grand cathedral, a mud hut, outside on 
a hilltop, in a meeting house or in a store front, 
Christians celebrate communion in as many ways 
as there are congregations. Our church will be 
celebrating World Wide Communion on 
Sunday, October 1. 
Please plan to attend this year’s World 
Wide Communion Sunday. We will have 
stations around the sanctuary for you 
to participate in bread and cup 
communion with a variety of breads to represent 
the breads of the world. Or if you choose you are 
welcome to just observe and be in prayer. Pastor 
Michael will dedicate his sermon to this religious 
observance. With all the strife and lack of 
connectedness in our world today, give yourself 
the gift of time to pray for all your fellow 
Brethren and Christians everywhere by 
participating in World Wide Communion Sunday. 
Blessings!—The Deacon Body 

Pastor’s Schedule 
Monday, September 25 and Tuesday,  

September 26-In office 9-12 

Wednesday, September 27 to Friday,  
September 29-Out of town for Leadership 

Seminar and Pastor’s Sabbath  
Monday, October 2-In office 9-12 

Wednesday, October 4 - Friday, October 6 
-In office 9-12 

Please contact Pastor Michael to schedule an 
appointment during other times. 

We lift up the concerns of our lives. 
For the healing of loved ones- 
Remembering Ruth Garrison in English Oaks with 
prayers, cards, calls and visits as Ruth will most 
likely be recuperating from an infection in her leg 
for quite some time yet. 
Keeping Libby Higgs’ brother in prayer as he 
undergoes radiation treatments and her sister 
who struggles with ongoing health issues and is 
very ill right now. 
For the answers to our prayers, we give thanks: 
Kevin McDermott being released after a short 
hospital stay and tests. 
Larry Cole who still has a week or so to go with his 
foot elevated, but who thanks us for prayers on 
his behalf as well as cards and calls. 
Terhesa Gamboa’s young friend Robert will soon 
leave jail for a rehabilitation center. 
We give thanks for joys- 
For the willingness of the musicians within our 
congregation to share their talents 
We seek help- 
Trusting God for the small decisions in our lives. 
Help to be generous, to reach out in sharing and 
caring to those around us, 
Help to be supportive of those in need. 
Jesus has taught us the way to live life to the 
fullest. Help us to walk in that path. 
 

Deacon on Call for September: 
 Lynda Sesser 

October: Jim Martinez 

Hold in the Light

From the Pastor ’s 
 De sk : 



 

On September 8th, I (Karen Cosner) received a 
letter from Stephen Reddy advising me of his 
retirement from MCOB’s Minister of Music 
position after 30 years of service to our 
congregation. He will retire effective at sundown 
on June 30, 2018. He is advising us now of his 
retirement so that we can plan for filling that 
position as we also consider our leadership needs 
for a permanent pastor. This congregation has 
been extremely blessed to have had Stephen lead 
our Music ministry for such a long period of time. 
His passion and dedication are unequaled, his 
many, many hours of preparation and music 
selection have been exhaustive. His work with the 
youth and adults on the bells has been magical. 
The congregation will miss his leadership.  30 
years is a long time and we will let him sit in the 
congregation and listen to the music instead of 
leading it and we know that wherever he sits we 
will hear his beautiful tenor voice. We will send 
him off on his retirement from this position with 
an appropriate celebration close to sundown on 
June 30th. 

Highlights from the 
September 11th  
Board Meeting. 

*On September 9th, 
Michael led a conversation over coffee to discuss 
the Vital Ministry Journey. Following that meeting 
it was determined that the goals that had come 
out of Stan Dueck’s recommendations needed to 
be little more descriptive prior to submitting 
them to the congregation. That work is taking 
place and the goals will be in the next edition of 
the Chimes. 

*Michael suggested to the Board that the 
nominating committee be the group that calls the 
search committee for a new pastor to consist of 
about seven persons. Passed. 

*David Shetler, the District Executive that will 
be working with the search committee, will be 
joining the beginning of our worship service by 
video on Sunday, October 8th.  
All congregations that are searching for new 
pastors must complete a Congregational Ethics 
Training. David Shetler will be with our 
congregation on Wednesday, October 25th to lead 
that training. We will try to have two trainings 
that day lasting about an hour each and will 
advertise those times when we know David’s 
schedule. Anyone who is on the search committee 
will need to complete the training. 
We will have a Council meeting on November 5th 
to vote on the proposed budget, vote for 
nominations and call deacons. A meal has not been 
determined yet. 

*Pastor Michael shared that he feels that our 
congregation has a significant vitality and yet 
there is a high level of anxiety about the future. 
He feels that we need to focus on our strengths, 
that this is a time of experimentation and that we 
need to do more dreaming than planning. 

*The commissions are working hard and each chair 
shared what they are working on for the next few 
months. 

*Building and Grounds is looking into purchasing a 
new projector for the sanctuary and moving the 
screen to closer to the rocks in the front of the 
church. The Board recommended that they make a 
presentation to the congregation to answer any 
questions and take any suggestions. (See more on 
this in the Building and Grounds report in the 
section headed ITEMS TO NOTE.) 

*Worship and Spiritual Life is looking into 
purchasing sound boards to apply to the back wall 
of the sanctuary to help deaden the sound at a 
cost of about $13,000. Articles will be appearing 
in the Chimes. The Board also recommended that 
the Commissions make a presentation to the 
congregation. Both of those recommendations will 
probably be on the agenda for the November 
Council meeting. 

-Karen Cosner, Board Chair 

The Board  Chair 
Reports 



Golfers make changes 
For many years our MCOB golf has been on 
Thursday mornings at Jack Tone Golf Course in 
Ripon. It is a great, relatively easy course and 
inexpensive. We are making a change this fall to 
Sunday afternoons meeting around 4p and will be 
looking at the 1st and 3rd Sunday afternoons of 
the month. Our first chance to experience the 
change will be Sunday afternoon, September 24th 
at 4p at Jack Tone. 

The reasons for the change are simple. 
The only folks who could play on 
Thursdays were retirees and 
teachers out on summer break or 
holiday. By changing to late Sunday 
afternoons we hope to open up the 

opportunity for others. This would 
give incentive to getting those weekend chores 
done. 
 In talking to the folks at the golf course, Sunday 
afternoons, especially during football season are 
very slow and therefore give us a great 
opportunity to play. Plus, the weather is starting 
to cool down and we still have a few good months 
ahead of us. Come out and enjoy the fun. Bring 
your own threesome or foursome or just join in 
with others. Any questions? Please give me a call 
at 209 522-0746.  

-Bill Johnson 
 

Join us Sunday, October 15th, 2017 after worship 
(around 12:15 pm to 2:30 pm) to plan the youth 
group’s annual contribution to the Harvest 
Festival, the ever spooky haunted house! At the 
planning meeting we will discuss, as a group, 
planning a theme, design, costumes and 
responsibilities for the day. Any parents or 

guardians of our youth group members are 
encouraged to join. This is a BIG undertaking for 
the youth and the more support the better! If 
anyone from the congregation would like to help 
the youth make the haunted house a success 
please contact Tera or Josh directly.  E-mail 
tera@modcob.org or call the church office for 
more information. 

Seniors visit Haggin Museum 
Sunset Magazine called the 
Haggin Museum in Stockton  “one 
of the unsung gems of 
California.” You are invited to join our Senior 
Ministries folks on a tour this “gem” just up the 
road in Stockton. The museum features 
fascinating permanent  art exhibits and historical 
exhibits, as well as special exhibits. One current 
special exhibit, “Baseball: America’s Game, Art 
and Objects,” sounds especially interesting  to 
some of us. Check out the signup board in the 
foyer for more information about the exhibits. 
We will meet at the church at 11:00 on October 
26 to car-pool to Stockton. Our first stop will be 
for lunch, at a site yet to be determined. Then we 
head to the museum for a 2:00 tour. The 
museum’s entry fee will be $5, to be paid when we 
arrive. The staff has asked for an estimate of the 
size of our group by October 11, so please indicate 
your interest promptly by signing up on the board 
in the narthex or contacting Linda Owen or 
Margaret Johnson.   

Special Offering for  
Emergency Disaster Fund 

In the last few weeks, historic natural disasters 
such as hurricanes and earthquakes have caused 
major destruction in many parts of the world. The 
last Chimes gave suggestions as to how we might 
respond to the needs of those affected by these 

Items to NoteYouth Activities

In the Days Ahead



disasters. The Witness Commission is sponsoring a 
special offering on October 1, which is also World 
Communion Sunday. The proceeds of this offering 
will go to the Emergency Disaster Fund, which 
funds the work of Brethren Disaster Ministries in 
disaster relief. Checks may be made out to 
Modesto Church of the Brethren with Emergency 
Disaster Fund in the memo line. 

 -Luella Cole for the Witness Commission  

Looking into a new projection system 
The Building and Grounds Commission is getting 
bids to upgrade the projection system in the 
sanctuary.  The new projector will produce a much 
brighter and clearer picture and will be less 
affected by the lights. The picture will be 
widescreen to accommodate the newer formats. 
The screen will be moved forward away from the 
spotlights, mounted on a beam above the stone 
wall and dropped down about 6 inches in front of 
the wall. This will allow for total use of the stage 
for programs as well as the screen.  The cost of 
this project is estimated to be around $11,000 of 
which $5,000 has already been donated.  The 
Commission welcomes further donations in order 
to complete this project.  If you have questions, 
contact Bob Sesser at 209-527-8613. 
 

Serving at the  
Homeless Shelter 

Beginning in November the 
Salvation Army run 9th and 
"D" Street Homeless 
Shelter will resume housing  
clients. As a congregation we 

at the Modesto Church of the Brethren decided a 
number of years ago that providing meals for 
these folks was a mission we wanted to support. 
And we have. Our volunteer cooks and their 
helpers have prepared dinners which some of the 
homeless tell us they look forward to eating 
because they are delicious and hot!  Developing 
menus, buying foodstuffs as well as cooking for an 
extra 200 people is labor intensive, to say the 
least. And that’s just the work done at our church 

site. There’s still the process of transporting the 
food, setting up and portioning it out that 
requires workers at the Shelter, and cleanup when 
the meal is over.  
Over the years the necessity for participants to 
sustain this mission has increased while the 
number of volunteers within our congregation 
hasn’t. To keep this mission vital folks have got to 
step up to help out as kitchen workers and 
servers at the Shelter.  
As you can see from the dates below we are 
responsible for only one meal a month this 
year. We have volunteers to help in the 
kitchen already! Eight volunteers each 
time are needed to serve meals with at 
least five of that number being adults. 
There are jobs which much younger 
children can perform such as passing out 
silverware, butter, etc., for the meals. (This is a 
great way to foster the practice of compassion 
and gratitude in the youngsters as well as within 
ourselves.)  
There is a GREAT NEED for those who would 
work on a kitchen clean-up crew after 
preparations have been made! The cooks ARE 
NOT expected to do this task! 
Please check out the dates below and seriously 
consider committing to serving either as kitchen 
cleanup or meal server on one of the dates. The 
serving dates are on the third Wednesdays of 
each month: November 15, December 20, January 
17, February 21, March 21, April 18 and May 16. 
There will be more information closer to the 
November starting date telling where to sign up 
for a job and other details. Monique Sanders is in 
charge of directing volunteers. Call her at 
209-996-3749. 

Loop Slides 
Those wanting a slide made for the announcement 
loop, please get the  information to Nancy Bupp, 
by the Wednesday before you want the slide 
shown. Include logo or photo, if you wish 
and give complete information. Note 
SLIDE FOR LOOP in the subject line, 
then email to: chimes@modcob.org 
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Monday-September 25, 2017 
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 

Tuesday-  
Pastor’s Sabbath 
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 

Wednesday-  
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 
6p Faith Bites 
7p Choir 

Thursday- 
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 
12p Senior Ministries – Great Britain 

Friday-  
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 

Saturday- 

Next Sunday – October 1st    
Worldwide Communion Sunday 
9:30a Sunday School – Jr. High-adult 
 (Infant to 5 years welcome in the nursery with Shaun and Kelly!) 
11a Worship 

IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
October 7 8a All Church work day 
October 14 9:30 Coffee & Conversation 
October 15 12:15p Prospector Potluck-Johnson’s 
October 26 Sr. Ministries – Haggin Museum, Stockton 
October 27 6p Family FUN Night 
October 28 Harvest Festival - Youth Haunted House 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 29-11/4 Hosting Family Promise 
November 11 9:30a Coffee & Conversation 
November 17 6p Family FUN Night 
November 19 Prospector Potluck – Daniel’s 
     

The Condensed 
 CalendarArticles and photos for the  

next issue of Chimes are due 
by Thursday, October 5. 
Use article name in the 
subject line and email to: 
chimes@modcob.org. 

The Editor thanks you. 
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