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Reflections on Worship Music 
   Ever wonder what takes place behind  the 
scenes to make our worship services happen? 
You might be surprised to discover all the 
thought and planning that is involved. The 
Pastor meets regularly with the Worship 
Committee (Nancy Bupp, Shelby Clarke, Elaine 
Forcier and Steve and Jolinda Reddy) in a 
team effort to plan inspirational theme-
related worship services, in hopes that all the 
elements in worship flow seamlessly from 
beginning to end with energy and creativity.  
   Music is one of those important elements in 
worship and given the wide variety of musical 
tastes, choosing worship music is challenging.  
Because we each have powerful emotional 
connections to music that’s familiar to us, 
such as the kind we grew up with, it can be 
hard to appreciate music that’s not familiar 
and doesn’t resonate with us.   
   As a committee we’ve been discussing the 
various concerns expressed by different 
generations on worship music. Preferences run 
the gamut of traditional hymns on one end, to  
contemporary Christian music on the opposite 
end of the spectrum.  Acknowledging that 
there’s really no right or wrong music, we’re 
aiming for a blended worship style which 
includes a variety of music.    
   In our recent attempts to include 
contemporary Christian music in worship, 

we’ve faced challenges in making this a 
reality. Although there’s a plethora of visually 
appealing canned contemporary Christian 
music videos available online, getting them on 
screen is easier said than done. Using music 
videos requires enough lead time for sound 
techs to handle the technical challenges in 
advance.  
    Presenting live contemporary music involves 
even greater lead time, to surf the web for 
appropriate musical scores and then allow 
adequate rehearsal time for musicians. It’s 
certainly simpler and more user-friendly just 
singing traditional hymns right out of the 
worship books. 
   In spite of the challenges, we want to 
include more contemporary music as we move 
towards a blended worship experience.  I’m 
hopeful that everyone in our faith community 
will consider the preferences of others, along 
with our own. If we can truly open our hearts 
in a spirit of curiosity, we can learn to 
appreciate different music styles, but we 
gotta’ wanna’!  The bottom line is the desire 
to please God in our worship together.  
   Please respond with your feedback, 
especially any suggestions for specific song 
titles. We want to hear the concerns of 
everyone in our congregation and respond the 
best we can with a spirit of openness and 
flexibility, PEACEFULLY, SIMPLY AND 
TOGETHER. 
-Elaine Forcier, for the Worship Committee 

The Chimes
Continuing the work of Jesus.  Peacefully.  Simply.  Together.
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August 20 - “The Good News Network” 
Mark 1:14-15 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God has come near…
believe in the good news.”  But what does it mean 
that the kingdom of God has come near? Even 
more importantly why was it good news?  Is it still 
good news today? 

August 27 – “Rag Dolls” 
Luke 7:36-50 

Life can be brutal.  Sometimes the scars we 
accumulate leave us tattered and torn like an 
abused rag doll. Some people look at those scars 
and see something ugly and unlovable; Jesus 
looked past the scars and saw a heart that was 
beautiful. 

New!  Four Week Bible Study opportunity 
During the month of September a new Bible study 
for adults will be offered during the 9:30am 
Sunday school hour. This limited study is based on 
the 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 scripture, ”Found faithful 
in little, with much and with all.” Jim Martinez will 
be teaching this class as a companion study for 
our September focus on stewardship. Come and 
participate in this brief four week spiritual 
growth opportunity. 
 

Pastor Michael’s Schedule 
Michael will be in Modesto till September 3rd and 
in the church office on Monday and Wednesday 
through Friday from 9:00 till noon those weeks. 
If you would like to meet with him at another time 
please don’t hesitate to contact him at 
mfletch21625@aol.com or 313-303-1227.  You can 
also contact the church office and leave a 
message and he will get back to you.   

Words of promise from Luke 21:33 " Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away." 

Uphold in prayer those suffering physical and 
mental ills and grieving losses. May Jesus, the 
Great Physician, touch them with healing in the 
ways they need. 

Rejoice with those who experience goals met and 
new life markers reached. 

Pray for our congregation that we would be 
patient, allowing trust to grow and gaining 
discernment of the will of God for the way in 
which we as a church are to move forward. 

May each one of us be open to being a conduit for 
peace in this world in the name and way of Jesus. 

Remember our sisters and brothers in EYN. Pray 
that we all may remain steadfast in our faith and 
in following the Jesus way. 

Deacon on Call for August: 
Gayle Hernandez 

Faith Bites 
Come join us Wednesday, August 16th for potluck 
and movie. No food theme this time; just bring 
your favorites. Please remember some of our 
older folks are finding it harder to prepare food 
now so bring a little extra if possible. 

Hold in the LightInvitations to Worship

In the Days Ahead



After this potluck we will have a short break 
before we resume our fall schedule. Our first Fall 
Faith Bites will be Wednesday, September 13th,  
and each following Wednesday. The fourth 
Wednesday of each month will be a potluck as 
we've done in the past. We will continue to charge 
the same as last year— $4.00 per person and 
$8.00 for a family, although at some point we may 
need to increase the price. 
Come join us for food and fellowship. 
-Sue Messamer, Fellowship and Recreation 
 

Cleaning up after 
 Faith Bites 

Our cooks take the 
responsibility of cleaning 
the kitchen after meal preparations. As 

those us  who have been blessed with 
someone else rustling up the food, the least we 
diners can do is grab a rag and wipe tables or get 
out to the kitchen and help load the dishwasher 
after supper! Thanks in advance for your help 
making lighter work for all.  

Closing Camp 
Camp Peaceful Pines had a great season 
with a variety camping opportunities. 
Hope you were able to enjoy some time at 

camp!  Now that the 2017 season is over its time 
to close camp.  Please consider coming up during 
the weekend of August 18-20 to help.  Please call 
Lynda Sesser, registrar (527-8613) to help with 
planning for food and carpools as needed.  Many 
hands make light work! 

There are still some empty spots on the Family 
Promise sign-up board! Please consider whether 
you can provide a meal, be an evening host, or 
spend the night as an overnight host. You will 
meet new people and provide an important service 
to some delightful families who need your help 

.-Luella Cole for Family Promise 

FUN at the pool 
It's just plain FUN! We will be meeting again for 
our FUN (Family Unity Night) event on August 
25th from 6-8 pm. We will be 
exploring 'Self-Awareness: 
Love Your Neighbor as 
Yourself'. We will be exploring 
this theme while floating in a 
pool! That's right! Parents plan to bring your 
floaties, towels and kids to Bonnie Munson's home 
at 1101 Eastridge Drive Modesto, CA. 95355 and 
not at the church. We hope to see you all there. 
As before, FUN is an event designed for kids 
grades K-5th and their families. Food, games and 
FUN! 

Last month we took a look at the theme of 
Resilience. Our families had a blast! They learned 
how to try again in the midst of failure and 
roadblocks. Some of the games we played such as 
'Jenga' allowed us to encourage learning to build 
when life 'knocks you down'. They learned how to 
try again in the midst of failure and roadblocks. 
Call the church office at 
209-523-1438 or 
office@modcob.org to 
reserve a spot at the 
dinner table for August 
25th. 



And more pool fun! 
Youth, keep the end-of-

summer pool party tradition 
alive and splashing. Join the 
group at Megan Mizuno’s 

house for good, clean fun! That’s 
Sunday, August 20th at 12:30-2:30. 

Bring your towel and pool toys; we’ll have 
the food ready! Please email or call Tera, Josh or 
Megan to let them know you plan on being there. 
We want to have plenty of eats for all! 

Stewardship catch-up 
Brethren, we have been faithful in our giving. As 
of July 31, our giving is within 1% of what it was 
last year at this time. Consistent giving is what 
makes it possible for this church to operate, 
reach out to the community and beyond. If you 
are vacationing or out of town, don’t forget to 
give to the church.  
Please check out the “Found Faithful” bulletin 
board in the hallway by the kitchen.  It shows our 
income each month, as well as total for the year, 
so far. - Margaret Johnson, Stewardship Co-Chair 

Household Items needed 
Pastor Michael is in his apartment and could use 
the following items: 
A card table and at least two chairs, a microwave 
and table for a TV 
If you are able to lend any of these items, please  
    contact him at mfletch21625@aol.com or 
313-303-1227.  Or contact the church office 
 

 

Thespians Wanted  
Are there any aspiring actors out 
there?  I love to include drama in the 
worship service, so if you think that 
might be a way you could contribute 
to the life of the church, please 
let me know. There will likely be 
an opportunity in the month of 
September as we consider the theme of “Faithful 
Stewardship” and during Advent as we consider 
what it might mean to be "Home for the 
Holidays”.  There could also be other times when 
we could dramatize the scripture passage or 
insert drama in other ways.  If this is something 
you might be interested in, please drop me an 
email at mfletch21625@aol.com or let me know 
when you see me.-Pastor Michael  

Did you see it? 
In the narthex is a project 
 sign up board for the All Church 
Work Day. There are several 
tasks from which to pick. Each 
job has several lines so you won’t 
be working alone. Some chores 

require a bit more skill, but there are others even 
children can do. Check it out and sign up for 
something with which to assist. Work Day will be 
October 8th, but the Building and  Grounds 
Commission needs to plan ahead. Keep your eyes 
open for more specific information about this 
future event! 

 Loop Slides 
Those wanting a slide made for the announcement 
loop— please get the  information to NancyB, by 
the Wednesday before you want the slide shown. 
Include logo or photo, if you wish and tell who , 
what, when, where. Note SLIDE FOR LOOP in the 
subject line, then email to: chimes@modcob.org 

Articles and photos for the next issue of 
Chimes are due by Thursday, August 24th. 
Use article name in the subject line and 
email to: chimes@modcob.org 
The Editor thanks you. 

Items to Note



 

AUGUST 15, 2017 
Tuesday-  
Pastor’s Sabbath 
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 

Wednesday-  
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 
6p Summer Supper Potluck and Movie Night – 
Moonlight 

Thursday- 
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 

Friday-  
Camp closing through the 20th  
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 

Next Sunday – August 20th  
Hosting Family Promise – 26th 
9:30a Sunday School – Jr. High-adult 
(5th grade and under welcome in the nursery with 
Shaun and Kelly!) 
11a Worship   
12:30p Youth Pool Party – Mizuno Home   

IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
September 4 Office closed – Labor Day 
September 9 9:30a Coffee and Conversation with 
Pastor Fletcher 
September 10 All Church Picnic 
September 17 12:15p Prospector Potluck 
September 21 7:30p Day of Peace Labyrinth Walk 
September 28 12p Senior Ministries – Great 
Britain 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 7 8a All Church work day 
October 14 9:30a Coffee & Conversation 
October 15 12:15p Prospector Potluck –Johnson’s 
October 26 Sr. Ministries – Haggin Museum-
Stockton 

The Condensed Calendar


