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Did you hear about…? 
As we continue to move through the study process 
of clarifying a church focus, led by Stan Dueck, 
we find that communication, or rather the lack of 
good communication is a hindrance for our church 
moving forward. Two ways of getting current 
communication about our church activities are 
attending the regular Sunday service and reading 
the Chimes. It concerns and frustrates me when 
talking with some of our members to hear the 
comment, “ Oh, I never read the Chimes”. Many 
who say this also say they did not have time to 
read the fifteen page Vital Ministries Journey 
survey in which the congregation participated. We 
are now winding down that long self-study process 
for our church. Some items have come to the 
surface that we can and will improve upon, but we 
need all of our congregation current and on board. 
If some members only occasionally attend Sunday 
services and, in addition, seldom if never read the 
Chimes, then how is leadership to communicate? 
Please look for upcoming articles from Board 
Chair, Karen Cosner, as to recent developments 
and congregational meetings.  
And come to church. The guest pastors we have 
had have done a great job. The children have been 
involved in the church services and the music 
continues to be good. The air conditioner is 
working well.  
Soon we will be ramping up for our fall church 
activities with a new interim pastor. As a member 
of the congregation, take the responsibility of 
reading the Chimes and be current in our 
transition process. It is the least you can do. 
Looking forward to seeing you all soon. 
—Bill Johnson, Board Vice Chair 

Greetings to everyone.  
Becky and I have returned from our travels to 
Michigan and Pennsylvania for some Annual 
Conference events and visits with friends and 
family. Since returning I’ve been working on some 
things to get started as your interim pastor and 
that has led me to become very excited to get 
there and begin.   
My first day in the office will be Wednesday, July 
26 and on Sunday, July 30 I will bring the morning 
message. My plans are to take Tuesday as my day 
off and be in the office other mornings around 
9:00 till noon, except about once a month when I 
return to the desert for a few days to see my 
lovely wife.  If anyone wants to schedule 
appointments or meetings, please feel free to 
begin doing so. The best way to contact me is 
email mfletch21625@aol.com  
  —See you soon!  Michael Fletcher 

July 23. 
"Power...and how it shapes our lives" is our theme 
for worship. We'll hear and share personal 
narratives on power from Bill Johnson, Jim 
Boardman, and Jim Costello. We'll hear a variety 
of verses on power; start with Isaiah 40:29-31 

July 30 – Matthew 16:13-20 
I love the church! The potential of the church to 
change the world is unmatched. But sadly the 
church is in decline, a recent study finds that 
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ninety percent of churches in North America are 
stagnant or in decline.  I hope you will join me as 
we consider the original purpose and spirit of the 
church as Jesus intended it to be. 

Conference Wrap-up 
Come hear the highlights of Annual Conference 
and reports on vital denominational issues. We’ll 
meet at 9:30, July 30th in lieu of Sunday School. 
  
    

Words of encouragement from Psalms 42 
Yet day by day the Lord also pours out his 
steadfast love upon me and through the night 
I sing his songs and pray to God who gives me life. 

Please keep the family of Neva Forney in prayer 
for their comfort and peace. Neva passed away on 
Saturday, July 15th. A Celebration of Life party 
had been held for Neva the first part of July in 
her presence and at her home. There will be no 
further services. 
Patrick Noyes, a friend the congregation, and 
close friend of the Gokeys died recently. Please 
keep Patrick’s extended family in prayer. 

Several in the congregation have had sudden and 
serious health issues in the past couple of weeks.  

We give thanks that Marye Martinez is at home 
following a stay in hospital for heart attack and 
by-pass surgery. Marye welcomes visits and urges 
calls before coming since the family lives quite a 
ways away. 
Maryco Graff thanks all who who continue to hold 
her in healing prayer and for the cards and calls 
during the past few weeks when treatments have 
been especially trying. 
We want to reach out to Chelsea Feeney who has 
serious mobility issues and support her with 
prayer and contacts through cards and calls. 

Sue Hay asks prayers for daughter Laura who is 
spending time in Summer Service work in a church 
in Manassas, VA.  Laura has been exceptionally 
busy with Vacation Bible School, visiting 
congregants’ homes and is now preparing to bring 
the Sunday morning homily in a week or two. To 
top it off, she has been a bit ill, too. So prayers 
for Laura’s health and for clarity as she composes 
a message from God’s Word. Prayers, too for Sue 
and Steve Hay as they navigate the rough waters 
of life in this time. 
Terhesa Gamboa asks our continued prayers for 
the young man she has befriended. Robert is in 
jail for a while. He would welcome letters. Talk to 
Terhesa for further information. 

Prayers of thanksgiving the for the much awaited 
coming of our interim pastor, Mike Fletcher. We 
look forward to his sojourn with us and his 
assistance in helping us in this time of 
discernment as we call a new full-time pastor.  

We pray and give thanks for the safety of all 
those who are traveling. 

Looking beyond our own community we continue to 
support our brothers and sisters in EYN, and 
especially hold Nguba Buba in our hearts and 
hope for word of her for her family. 

Deacon on Call for August:  
Gayle Hernandez 

Fellowship and Recreation Events 
As we continue with our summer calendar, don't 
forget Wednesday, July 19th.  It’s potluck and 
movie night. Theme for this potluck is Italian food 
so have fun creating those special dishes to share. 
We will have raspberry Italian sodas for you to 
enjoy with your dinner. Bring your own table 
service and help save on paper and plastic 
products! 
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The movie LION to be shown July 19th 
After potluck cleanup, come to the cool sanctuary 
to view LION.  In it five-year-old Saroo 
accidentally gets on a train, traveling far away 
from his home and family in India. Bewildered and 
frightened, he ends up thousands of miles away, 
and must find a way to survive. Years later, with a 
handful of memories and unwavering 
determination, he sets out to find his lost family 
and return to his original home.  (PG-13 rating - 2 
hours long) 

Celebrate a marriage! 
A reminder of the reception for Kelly and Shaun 
Gepley on Sunday, August 6th following morning 
worship. No need to sign up as we will have plenty 
of food for all. We will have a money tree with 
those monetary gifts going toward a late 
honeymoon for Kelly and Shaun as they begin 
their lives together. Please plan to join us for this 
joyous occasion. 

Birthday Dinner on hold 
Last but not least, our commission has decided to 
postpone the birthday event for now. As we 
looked at the calendar we found August 13th, 
which we had scheduled, was going to happen at a 
very busy time in the life of the church. So watch 
for updates on the birthday event. We hope you 
will be able to join fellow parishioners for all 
these events. 
—Fellowship & Recreation 

Bike and Build 
Do you remember five years back when 
we began hosting a group of cyclists? 
The first time we said they were 

"bikers "and that raised a few eyebrows! 
Each summer groups of young adults cycle across 
the US, stopping along the way to work a day or 
two at project sites such as Habitat For Humanity 
and help construct houses. They stay in churches 
to sleep and have meals. It was, and continues to 
be quite a sight to see so many bicycles and visit 
with enthusiastic young people who take time off 
from jobs or school breaks to get some major 

exercise, provide valuable service and meet folks 
across our nation.  
The Bike and Build organization donates the 
monies they raise to the projects they work on as 
well as the churches where they stay. This year 
they will be contributing to Family Promise and 
using our church as a rest point before continuing 
to Monterey, their last stop on this year’s tour.   
July 22 we will be opening our Gathering Place to 
this year’s group who started in Jacksonville, 
Florida on May 11th. They will be enjoying a dinner 
(many are vegan or vegetarians) which Karleen 
Daniels has undertaken to provide. If you would 
like to assist in this hospitality opportunity by 
helping to defray the cost of food, write a check 
to MCoB and note Bike ’n Ride in the memo line, 
please. 

Senior Ministries 
Make sure you have all the particulars for the 
outing to Sonora Repertory Theater on August 
3rd. Either call Margaret Johnson at 404-4287, 
or check out the Senior Ministries board in the 
narthex at church. 

Coffee and Conversation 
Pastor Mike is offering himself for "grilling" on 
August 12 at 9:00 in the Gathering Place. This is 
not a meal, though the questions will be 
"potluck"! Mike will answer almost anything you 
have to ask concerning his ministry up to this 
point and maybe even about his plans for his time 
here with us.  Join us for this informal get-to-
know-you time. 

Family Promise is Coming! 
Our next hosting week is August 20-26. Be looking 
for the NEW sign-up board and choose your 
hosting opportunity! Especially consider being an 
overnight host. This seems to be the area of 
greatest need when it comes to hosting chores. 



 

Furnishings needed 
We’re glad to say that Pastor Mike has an 
apartment for his abode while he is with us. As 
great as that sounds, there are still a few ways 
we can do to help him be comfortable in his home 
away from home. Mike needs a bed; a double bed 
would work well as the bedroom is a bit small. 
There’s a counter which he can use in lieu of a 
table, but he needs a couple of tall stools for 
seating. And a recliner would be greatly 
appreciated. 
If you have any of these furnishings you are 
willing to provide Mike, please call the church 
office or Karen Cosner. Thank-you. 

Your Health—learn a bit more 
The Health and Healing Ministry has finally 
gotten its act back together! For the months of 
July and August, the topic is, “Your Gender, Your 
Health.  Many common conditions affect women 
and men differently.  What you should know about 
6 of them.”  Four of the six topics covered are 
colon cancer, heart attacks, Alzheimer’s and 
Parkinson’s. There are also good summaries about 
the differences in feeling pain, and the 
differences in the effects of medications, as 
experienced by women and men. 
So please remember to pick up your photocopy of 
this 3-pager on the wooden table in the entryway 
of the church.—Health and Healing Ministry 
deacons, Dan and Trish Galt. 

Messenger — our denominational magazine 
This issue of Messenger is full of uplifting 
articles about churches in new missions, new 
methods and new places.  
Many of us are aware of the Brethren presence in 
Nigeria through our association with EYN, but did 
you know there are groups seeking to be affiliated 
with Church of the Brethren in Burundi, Rwanda 
and Democratic Republic of Congo? The two short, 
but very interesting articles on pages six thru 
twelve in the July/August issue of the Church of 

the Brethren Messenger tell about the challenges 
faced by these Christians who are "looking to 
connect with a church that focuses on peace, 
reconciliation and development." (Jay Wittmeyer) 
There is also an article by R. Scott Miller, a 
minister in a house church in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, telling of experiences of giving a 
banquet in Flint, and of living out the verses from 
Luke 14:13-14, "When you give a banquet, invite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind. And 
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you." 
Another short article is a report of the Christian 
Citizenship Seminar which studied Native 
American rights and food security. This article 
was authored by John and Doris Heisel’s 
granddaughter, Paige Butzlaff. ( page 28) 
You can find a web version of Messenger at: 
www.brethren.org/messenger 

Loop Slides 
Those wanting a slide made for the 
announcement loop, :please get the  
information to NancyB, by the Wednesday 
before you want the slide shown. Include logo 
or photo, if you wish and tell who , what, 
when, where. Note SLIDE FOR LOOP in the 
subject line, then email to: 
chimes@modcob.org 

Chimes Deadline 
Articles and photos for the next issue of the 
Chimes are due by Thursday, July 27th. 
Use the article name in the subject line and 
email to: chimes@modcob.org 

—The Editor thanks you. 
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Wednesday- July 19, 2017 
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 
6p Summer Supper Potluck and Movie   
     Night - Lion (PG, 2 hours) 
Thursday- 
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 

Friday-  
Family Camp @ CPP – 26th  
8:30a-4p The Quiet Place open in Rm. 5 

Saturday- 
Bike and Build here— Help defray costs? Write check 
to CoB with Bike’nBuild in memo line 

Next Sunday – July 23rd   
9:30a Sunday School – Jr. High-adult 
 (5th grade and under welcome in the nursery with 
Shaun and Kelly!) 
11a Worship  
    Children’s Church— meet Karleen at rear of 
sanctuary after Time With Children 

IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
July 28-30 Gourmet Cooking Camp 
August 2 Summer Supper Potluck &   
           Movie Night – Hidden Figures 
August 3 10:15am Trip to Matinee at   
        Sierra Rep and lunch in Standard 
August 6 12:15p Kelly & Shaun Gepley   
                        Reception 
August 12 9a Coffee & Conversation   
                   Grill the Pastor 
August 16 Summer Supper Potluck and   
               Movie Night – Moonlight   
               (mature audiences) 
August 20 12:30p-2:30p Youth Pool   
                Party – Mizuno Home 
August 20-26 Hosting Family Promise 
August 26 Camp Closing 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
September 4 Office closed – Labor Day 
September 10 All Church Picnic 
September 28 12p Senior Ministries —Lunch-$7 
                     Great Britain 
October 7 8a All Church work day 

The Condensed Ca lendar


