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Resolutions for a Better World
         Looking ahead into 2012, it’s hard 
to be that optimistic. Here and abroad 
many people are struggling, as is God’s 
creation. And sometimes we don’t know 
what we can do to make a difference. Fear not! 
Here are ten things any of us can do that in the 
course of a year will have a BIG impact—on 
ourselves and on our world. Try ‘em on, see which 
one(s) fits you, and let’s make the New Year 
better than the Old Year!
       Resolve to leave the car at home one day a 
week (takes planning, and maybe some walking, 
biking and ride-sharing, but the payoff is huge: 
1000 pounds of CO2 in a year! And since you’ll 
inevitably need to explain your choice to others, 
this will educate and maybe inspire them too!).
       Resolve to make a long-term investment in 
God’s world. Send a girl to school; preserve 
rainforest; help an illiterate mother learn a skill 
(see the NCP Special Projects page: $60 keeps a 
girl in school for a year; $10 plants 100 trees).
       Resolve to dispense with disposables—steer 
clear of anything that comes in a one-time use 
cup, can, plate, container (the world produces 600 
billion pounds of plastic a year, using 8 percent of 
all petroleum—and half of this plastic is for one-
time use!).
       Resolve to do something with the sun: God 
gave us this great resource—let’s use it! Start 
hanging out your clothes, buy a solar cooker, put 
up a greenhouse, mobilize your church to put solar 
panels on its roof (“ancient sunlight” in the form 
of fossil fuels powers most of our life these days, 
and it’s getting us in trouble—time to turn to 

current sunlight for…
current!).
       Resolve to become an 
expert: find something that’s 
God’s not happy about in our 
world and that angers, 
interests or perturbs you and 
learn all you can about it—and 
then share this with your 

friends/church/school—and together take action 
(there about 100,000 nonprofit organizations in 
the world—they all started with someone being so 
bothered by something that they did something 
about it).
       Resolve to go meat-free one day a week—or 
add another day if you’re already not eating meat 
daily (when it comes to saving CO2 emissions, they 
say skipping meat a day a week is like switching 
from a regular car to a Prius—and a lot cheaper!). 
See NCP’s recipe page for tasty options!
         Resolve to research a product you commonly 
purchase—coffee, chocolate, I-gadget, shoes—to 
find out what went into producing it (a typical 
desktop computer requires 14 tons of nature to 
produce, and of the 13 percent of our electronics 
we recycle, most are shipped abroad, where the 
toxic components are dissembled by unprotected 
workers). Share your findings with your friends.
         Resolve to get to know a local natural area. 
“You won’t care about a stream you don’t know,” 
says John Jones of Camp Myrtlewood in Oregon; 
maybe that’s why nearly all streams in the US are 
polluted in some way. With the average child 
spending under 5 minutes a day outside playing, 
and adults even less, we need to get reacquainted 
with God’s creation. 
        Resolve to welcome strangers. Jesus did it; 
God commanded the Israelites to do it. After 
worship, make it your first priority to seek out 
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visitors; at the store, greet the harried mom; on 
the sidewalk, say hi to the kid on the skateboard. 
           Resolve to go somewhere or do something 
that makes you uncomfortable, but may lead to a 
new perspective or new relationships. NCP 
Learning Tours can do that for you; so can a walk 
across town or joining the local stream 
preservation group. 
   -New Community Project- David Radcliffe

January 8 - The Epiphany Story  
Matthew 2:1-12

January 15 Ð Opening the Door: Part 1
Open the Door, by Joyce Rupp, uses all kinds of 
metaphors and offers reflections on opening the 
door to our heart to receive and know God more 
fully. As we continue to move into this new year, a 
two part series offered January 15 and 22 will 
give a sampling of what Rupp raises, and will be an 
invitation to open the door of our hearts more 
widely and move our spiritual life or prayer life to 
a little deeper place. We will be looking at Luke 
11:9 and Revelation 3:20 as part of exploring the 
way we knock at the door to the divine, and the 

way the divine knocks at the door of our 
heart.

 
Claire Fiddes  has had surgery for a hip 
replacement and is now at a rehabilitation center 
If you would like to send her a card: 516 Willow 
Alameda, CA  94501 
Let’s pray with Carla Messamer  that her new 
medication will correct her condition.
Supportive prayers for the Gowens family as they 
all learn to live with LoisÕ diminishing eyesight.
Remember those who have recently lost loved 
ones; those facing grave decisions about jobs or 
relationships. Rejoice  with those who who are 

experiencing positive changes in their lives!
Remember, too, our brothers and sisters in many 
lands who face hostilities because of their 
Christian beliefs. Pray for peace in the places of 
violence over religion.

WE MET THE 2011 BUDGET
--AND THEN SOME!

Thanks to your generous contributions in 
December, after paying all the bills and funding all 
the outreach for 2011, Edie Ransom reports that 
we have approximately $9,700 left over! The 
actual figure may change slightly after the bank 
statement is reconciled, but the Stewards and 
the Board now have the joyful task of deciding 
where to allocate the surplus. Thanks to all of you!
    -Luella Cole for the Stewardship Commission

A ONE HUNDREDTH YEAR BIRTHDAY!
 We want to let you know that Roland Wray turns 
100 years old on January 14, 2012. We encourage 
the church to shower Roland with cards and with 
your prayers that day. His address, for your 
convenience, is: 3364 Paradise Rd, Modesto, Ca 
95358.
Birthday Blessings to:
Maddie Beth Harty  1-03-03
Kelli Walker   1-11-86 

Many, Many thanksÉ
to all those who made the Christmas season so 
special with singing, ringing, organ and piano 
playing, serving wassail and cookies, the actors 
and stage hands and scenery helpers, prop 
creators, accompanists and especially, our 

talented and patient Christmas Eve 
pageant director, Mary Pieczarka! 
As we share our gifts with one 

another and the community, many 
are blessed.

Happy Birthday 

Invitations to worship:

Hold in GodÕs Light...
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Chimes changes taking effect
This edition of The Chimes reflects a change in 
the page size and the consolidation to one issue 
which includes photos and other additions. 
Changes of the postal regulations require us to 
mail all Chimes first class.  As the increase of 
mailing in 2012 will amount to $2500, we feel it is 
necessary to move to a subscription system for 
the printed editions of The Chimes. Those who 
receive the Chimes by mail will need to 
subscribe in order to continue to receive a 
mailed copy . There will be free copies on the 
information table in the entryway at the church 
that can  be picked up for as long as they last. 
Mail recipients have a response form that they 
need to complete to let us know how they want to 
get the Chimes. We are sorry for any 
inconvenience this may cause. However, your 
speedy response guarantees you won’t miss any 
issues of the Chimes! 

 

                    

Council Meeting, January 29
It is an important time when we gather as the 
church family. Please plan to stay for a nice lunch 
and a time of sharing about our past year and 
hopes and dreams for the year to come on 
Sunday, January 29th following worship. We look 
forward to seeing you there.
 
New YearÕs resolution :  I will not cook on 
Wednesdays! Take a break   mid-week and come 
out to church on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. to enjoy a 
simple meal for just $3. All are welcome and it is 
a great way to connect with others mid-week. 
Consider it! And if you would like to help in the 
ministry of the kitchen, we invite you to sign up at 
church for a week and do that! It is actually a lot 
of fun. Consider a great new resolution with the 
New Year!

Security System Code to Change
Effective Friday, January 13, we will be changing 
the alarm code at the church. If you have a key to 
the church you will need to contact the church 
office prior to that date to get the new code. We 
will also begin keeping a listing of who has keys to 
the church building. Remember, the code will 
change on January 13.

Be Careful
Recently some money was taken from 
someone’s purse while it was 
unattended at an event at the 
church. This is a reminder to not leave your 
valuables unattended where someone might enter 
the building and take something. Also, don’t leave 
valuables visible in your vehicle while you are at an 
event at church. Don’t be afraid, but do be 
careful.

Senior Ministries Event 
Seniors, come to the Gathering Place at the 
Modesto Church of the Brethren at 12:00 noon 
January 19, 2012, for lunch.  After lunch, Chuck 
and Diana Messamer will share a slideshow of 
their three week trip to New Zealand in February 
2011.

John McCutcheon Concert  
Tickets are $20 for adults, $5 for 18 years old 
and under. Evan Campbell will have tickets church 
every Sunday. The concert is on January 24, 2012 
at 7:00p.

Healthful Tips
As your Health and Healing Committee , we 
encourage you to consider these twelve 
suggestions for your family as you start the New 
Year:                                                                !   
Make an appointment for a preventive health 
examination as recommended. Report symptoms of 
concern early. ! Exercise aerobically for a 
minimum of 30 minutes seven days a week. !  Plan 

Did you know...

In the days ahead...



meals which are low in saturated fat and high in 
fiber with plenty of fruits and vegetables.          
!  Minimize risks nvolved in your sexual practices. 
!  Make your home and workplace a smoke-free 
environment. !  Practice home-safety measures 
for poisoning prevention and firearm safety. 
Regularly check your smoke detectors. !  Fasten 
your seat belt when driving, and wear a helmet 
when on a motorcycle or bicycle. All children 
under 12 should be properly secured in the back 
seat if possible. !  Seek help early for alcohol or 
drug abuse, depression or mood changes. !  Learn 
about and perform regular skin self-examinations. 
Protect your skin from sun damage with sunblock 
and clothing. !  Women should learn about and 
perform the breast self-examination monthly 
early in the menstrual cycle. !  Men should learn 
about and perform testicular self-examinations.  
     !  Wellness includes balance between work,
home and play. 
Stay tuned  as we bring you health related topics
  as a result of your feedback on our recent
      survey.

ItÕs the truth: we will die.!                                   
It is wise to make plans now for the services that 
will be needed.  In anticipation of that we are 
offered assistance from the Funeral Consumers 
Alliance (national organization) of Stanislaus/
Merced Counties.  For a $25 membership fee, you 
will have access to funeral discounts from Allen 
Mortuary in Turlock.  For example, the present 
discount on cremation is down from $1695 to 
$600, and a basic burial is priced at $1633.  
Cemetery costs, tombstones, etc. are additional 
and the consumer's responsibillity.                                                      
People have a right to spend whatever they want 
for mortuary services, but this membership 
assures that you are not aggressively sold more 
than you want.                                                       
This is a nonprofit society that also serves as an 
advocate at the state and national levels to 
protect the consumer. For an application or 
further information, call 209/521-7690. or go 
online at www.funerals.org/affiliates/stanislaus              
-submitted by Pat Royer                        

Serving dates at 9th and D Street Shelter  
are January 4, 11 and 25. There is a sheet on the 
kitchen counter to sign for the evenings you wish 
to help serve. If you sign up and cannot fulfill 
your commitment, please call the church office as 
soon as possible. Your presence is important!

Volunteers Needed  for Modesto High School's 
fourteenth annual Day of Respect will take place 
Wednesday, January 25.  The purpose of the 
school-wide event is to sensitize students to the 
effects of discrimination by having community 
volunteers tell their stories.  Subject areas 
include race, ethnicity, age, gender, sexual 
orientation, disability, bullying, and class.  
Presentations need not be long (fifteen minutes); 
they need not be formal (classroom setting).  The 
only requirement is life experience.  Please call 
Sharon Froba at 521-7265 or email her at 
sfroba@comcast.net to sign up or to receive more 
information.

Study of Denominational Conflicts Planned
Beginning Sunday, January 22, a series during 
Sunday School, entitled THE LAY OF THE LAND 
will explore the conflicts rocking our 
denomination. The class will be open to everyone 
interested in the future of our denomination and 
how we as a congregation will fit into that future. 
The issues will be discussed. Denominational 
leaders will present their thoughts and concerns. 
Don Booz, Executive Minister of the Pacific 
Southwest District, will discuss the ramifications 
of the issues for our congregation as well as the 
District. The class will also provide time for us as 
a congregation to think about our positions and 
our role as events unfold. The class is being 
planned and facilitated by Felton Daniels with 
assistance from Pastor Russ.

In case you missed it...

Opportunities to serve...
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Upcoming Leadership retreat and reports 
due.  For those around the board table as 
leadership, remember that your annual reports 
are due to Sonia in the office by January 6. 
Please try to be earlier rather than later as 

there is a lot to assemble for our January 29 
Council meeting. Booklets are to be out a 
couple weeks before then. 

Remember also Leadership Retreat for all 
Commissions and chairs, officers and 
deacons is Saturday, January 7 
beginning at8:30a. Deacons  and others 

will be excused at 10:30a, while Board members 
will be staying for their January meeting..

 Congregation Suggestions Requested
The Personnel committee and Pastors Erin and 
Russ are working together to set Goals and 
Objectives for the next three years.  We would 
appreciate hearing about any suggestions you may 
have for pastoral goals, worship goals, youth/
Sunday School/small group goals, outreach goals, 
etc.  Please send your suggestions to me by email, 
phone calls or notes put in my Vice Chair box in 
the office work room.  We would appreciate your 
input prior to our meeting in mid-January.
  - Diana Messamer, Personnel Chair 209-601-1070  
dmessamer@comcast.net

Are you the next Camp Superintendent?
Camp Peaceful Pines is looking for folks who have 
the passion to serve as the superintendents 
during the operating season which is Memorial Day 
thru mid-September.  Ideally, we are looking for a 
couple who have just retired or who have up to 
100 days free during the summer. If you are 
interested, please contact Garry Pearson, Board 
Chair at 530-681-6577 or by e-mail,  
garrypearson@sbcglobal.net for a copy 
of the position description . 
The position will remain
 open until filled.

EACH SUNDAY
9:30a   Sunday School for all ages  
11:00a Worship
12:00n Youth group every 2nd & 4th Sundays
7:00p   Worship at Casa de Modesto

WEEKLY
Office hours Ð Mon thru Fri  8:30-11:30a & 12:30-4p
Quiet Place open: Mon-Wed:  7a-4p; Fri 8:30a-4p; Sun 7a-12:30p
Yoga class:  Mon 7-8p
PastorsÕ usual Sabbath Day out of office:  Tuesday
Senior Fitness Ð Young at Heart:  Tue & Thu 11a-12 noon
Dinner & Faith Bites: Wed 6p; Serving dinner at 9th & D St shelter
SERRV shop open:  10a-noon Sat, & Sun after worship

IN THE DAYS AHEAD
Thu Jan 6 Leadership reports due to Sonia
Sat Jan 7 Leadership Retreat 8:30a-Noon
Thu Jan 12, Knitting Ministry Mary Baucher 2:00p
Thru Jan 19 Senior Ministries Event Noon
Sun Jan 22 New Denominational Study Adult Sunday School
Tus Jan 24 John McCutcheon Concert 7:00p Evan Campbell-tickets
Thu Jan 26 Knitting  Ministry Mary Baucher 2:00p
Thu Jan 26 Ladies night Out 5:3-p  RSVP Linda Owens
Sun Jan 29 Council Meeting

Deacon on call for January:
Steve Reddy 527-7354

Greeters:
January 1, 2012
Main Door: Larry & Luella Cole
West Door:Lana Royer

January 8, 2012
Main Door:Evan Campbell & Pat Easley
West Door: Gail Kristaponis

January Coffee: Prospectors

At a glance...

The next due date for Chimes articles and 
photos is noon Thursday, 

January 12, 2012 . 
Please e-mail materials to: 

enbupp@yahoo.com  
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